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Pastor Tom’s Corner 

If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.  Most of us 
have heard these words from a parent, or a grandpar-
ent somewhere along the line.  This truth is rooted in 
the Bible!  These words have been shared with us be-
cause sometimes life is hard.  Sometimes certain tasks 
are hard.  Sometimes we will fail. 
 
Does failure stop you dead in your tracks?  Do you 
easily give up when faced with what seems like an 
overwhelming situation?  If God brought you to it, God 
will see you through it.   
 
If you are like most people, the lessons we learn the 
best are borne out of our failures, and not out of our 
successes.  This simple saying encourages us to dust 
off, get back up, and try once again to do what needs 
doing.   By definition, this is persistence.  This is not 
giving up, but instead, persevering through the failure, 
on the way to success.  We are describing the over-
comer!   
 
If you look in the Book of Revelation, where Jesus is 
speaking to the seven churches, He concludes each 
description with a promise to those who overcome 
whatever difficulties the church may be facing.  But my 
favorite promise is found in Revelation, chapter 21, 
verses 6 and 7 
 
 6 Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha 

and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I 
will give to the one who thirsts from the spring 
of the water of life without cost. 

 7 “He who overcomes will inherit these things, 
and I will be his God and he will be My son. 

 
Friends, we are all thirsty.  We all need the water of 
life.  The key for us, then, is to be overcomers.  Now 
the best part.  We do not need to do this in our own 
strength, wit, or wisdom.  We can do this through the 
power of the indwelt Holy Spirit.  It says so, in 1 John 
5, verses 4 and 5 
 
 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the 

world; and this is the victory that has overcome 
the world—our faith. 

 5 Who is the one who overcomes the world, but 
he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 
Friends, do not give up!  Practice 
persistence and perseverance.  
Believe in Jesus Christ the Son of 
God.  Ask God to equip you to be 
an overcomer.  Exercise your 
faith, and see how God works in 
you and through you to overcome 
the world.  

 

 “The Time-Out Chair”  

Not too long ago I heard 
about a chair that is set 
off by itself.  It’s used in 
classrooms and some-
times in homes. It’s 
called a time-out chair. 
When someone breaks 
a rule, their 
teacher or parent tells them they need to 
sit in the time-out chair.  

Most children usually don’t choose to sit 
in a time-out chair. It’s usually a punish-
ment, isn’t it? Not much to do in a Time-
out chair but think about what we’ve 
done or said. Then Jesus can help us re-
alize what we did was wrong and help us 
to say we’re sorry. A time-out chair is 
used to help so we don’t do the bad thing 
again. 

The Bible tells us in Mark 6:30-34 about 
a time when Jesus and His disciples 
wanted to get away from everyone.  In a 
way it was like using a time-out chair. It 
wasn’t because they were bad. It was be-
cause they had been surrounded by so 
many people. The disciples wanted to go 
off where they could rest and be with Je-
sus. Maybe they needed time to be alone 
so they could refocus on Jesus and His 
teaching. Maybe they just wanted to go 
off and pray. 

Isn’t that what we need after the busy 
holiday season? Time to sit quietly and 

think about Jesus. 
Maybe children and 
adults should all take 
a break and sit in the 
Time-out chair.      

 

— Georgie Woodford 

 



Bible Studies 
 

Here at Western Moun-
tains Baptist Church we 
have several ways to stay 
connected to God. One of 
those ways is Bible Study. 
Studying God’s Word is so 
good for our souls. We 
learn about Him and what 

His expectations are. Coming to Sunday service is good, how-
ever, we must also learn about Him, draw near to Him, have a 
personal relationship with Him. How better to do that than 
prayer and studying His Holy Words. 2 Timothy 3:16 ESV “All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” 
The following is a list of Bible Studies currently taking place. 
Please feel free to join any that may sound inviting to you.  

 Sunday 9:00a.m. Leader Dean Stanley. Studying Exodus.  

 Sunday 9:00 a.m. Ladies group in prayer room. Leader 
Deborah Staier. Studying “Amazing Collection”, a book-by
-book study of the Bible.  

 Monday 6:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study. Leader Jean Bou-
cher. A new study yet to be determined will be starting in 
January.  

 Tuesday 6:15 p.m. New Vineyard Ladies Bible Study/
Fellowship. Leader Rosie Bates. Currently studying “Hope 
for an Aching Heart.” This study is only the third Tuesday 
each month. Contact Rosie at 778-1086 for more info.  

 Wednesday 9:00 a.m. Ladies Bible Study. Leader Betsy 
DuBois. Studying the book of Jude.  

 Thursday 5:30 p.m. Leader Bryan Fitch. Studying 2 Sam-
uel.  

 Thursday 6-7:30 p.m. Youth group 7-12th grades.  Lead-
ers Ted and Heidi Neal. Studying sharing God’s love with 
others and God’s commandment of loving your neighbor 
as you love yourself. Matthew 22:37-39  

 Saturday 1:00p.m. 2nd & 4th Saturdays. Ladies Study/
Fellowship. Leader Pat Sanders. Studying ladies of the 
Bible.  

“Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and 
the message is heard through the word about Christ.” Romans 
10:17 NIV                                 

A Hero for God 

In December, the chil-
dren have been work-
ing on a themed Bible 
Study. “A Hero for 
God!” They studied 
stories from the Old 
Testament and had to 
learn how to apply 
them in today’s world. 
They learned how to be heroes by learning how to be 

kind and respectful of others. 
Also how to have courage. 
Each week they needed to 
share how they accomplished 
these things. Their goal was 
to receive a Hero’s Cape and 
apply what they’ve learned to 
their lives. 

Service Ministry  
 

Many people are familiar with the Service Ministry 
at WMBC. You may either have had the honor of 
serving or had the honor of being served or maybe 
you have been on both sides. Whatever your experi-
ence has been with this ministry, it is fair to say this 
ministry is a blessing! To be surrounded by enthusi-
astic, generous, fun-loving, hardworking Christian 
brothers and sisters is time well spent. You get to 
see and experience God’s power in the work He 
does through His amazing helpers. The most popu-
lar event tends to be “fire wood parties”. There have 
been times when 5 wood splitters and nearly 30 peo-
ple have shown up to cut, split and stack several 
cords of firewood. Most jobs require 1 or 2 splitters 
and 10-12 helping hands. The recipients of this min-
istry aren’t always members or even attendees of 
WMBC. Wherever there is a need we want to be 
able to help. Sometimes the help needed is beyond 
our scope of expertise and may require more skilled 
or professional help. In these cases, we may be able 
to get folks connected to a more appropriate source 
of help. Other than firewood parties, members of the 
Service Ministry have helped families move from 
one home to another, helped with minor home repair 
jobs, snow shoveling, transportation, grocery shop-
ping, laundry, meals, hauled away trash, yard clean 
up, outside paint jobs, etc. If you, or someone you 
know, needs a helping hand please tell them about 
the WMBC Service Ministry. If you would like to 
offer a helping hand, be sure you 
are on the WMBC email list and 
listen for announcements on 
Sunday mornings for upcoming 
projects. Another way to be sure 
you get a call to help is to talk 
with one of the Service Ministry 
leaders: Bryan Fitch (779-6656), 
David Fletcher (491-5776) or 
Jeff Smith (678-2028). 

For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”             — Galatians 5:14 



Did You Know?  
 
We have Cleaning Angels among 
us? Every week this church build-
ing is cleaned into tip-top shape for 
our enjoyment on Sunday mornings and 
throughout the week. The sanctuary floor 
and other rugged areas are vacuumed and 
spot cleaned where those “embarrassing ac-
cidents” happen. Other floors are swept and 
mopped. Windows are washed, toilets are 
cleaned, dusting is done and trash is picked 
up and carried out. Look in the bulletin to 
see whom among us are the Cleaning An-
gels and be sure to thank them. Better yet, 
when you can, offer your time to help one of 
the teams. If you want to become a commit-
ted and regularly scheduled Cleaning An-
gel, talk with Kathy McClure. She will be 
happy to have help. You can connect with 
Kathy on Sunday mornings or call her at 265
-6435.  
 
“Remember me for this, O my God, and do 
not blot out my loyal deeds which I have per-
formed for the house of my God and its ser-
vices.” Nehemiah 13:14 (NASB) 

What’s Happening @ WMBC 

January 

4th—Men’s Breakfast @ 8am 

5th—Lord’s Supper 

7th—Leadership Team @ 6:30pm 

19th—Sunday morning prayer in Library @ 9am 

19th—Potluck & Fellowship—following service 

21st—Pastor, Elders, Deacons Meeting @ 6:30pm 

25th—Bridging the Gap 

February 

1st—Men’s Breakfast @ 8am 

2nd-Lord’s Supper 

4th—Leadership Team @ 6:30pm 

16th—Sledding Party after church 

18th—Pastor, Elders, Deacons Meeting @ 6:30pm 

29th—Bridging the Gap 

March 

1st–Lord’s Supper  

7th—Men’s Breakfast @ 8am 

9th—Leadership Team @ 6:30pm 

17th—Pastor, Elders, Deacons Meeting @ 6:30pm 

28th—Cabin Fever Reliever 

28th—Bridging the Gap 
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We are looking for contributions & ideas for future 
newsletters.  If you have ideas to share, please con-

tact the Newsletter production team of  

Crystal Fitch, Pat Pray or Luci Milewski or email: 

newsletter@westernmountainschurch.org 

He made the moon to mark 

the  seasons,  and  the  sun 

knows when to go down. 

             – Psalm 104:19  NIV 


